MINERAL WATERS*

the constituents of the river Jordan, which flows into
the Dead Sea, similar, but the salts do no exceed -
part of the solid contents.

CHAP. III.
OF MINERAL WATERS.

ALL waters which are distinguished from common wa~ Mineral
ter by a peculiar smell, taste, colour, &c. and which in
consequence of these properties cannot be applied to the
purposes of domestic economy, have been distinguished
by the appellation of mineral waters. [These occur
more or less frequently in different parts of the earth,
constituting wells, springs, or fountains ; sometimes of
the temperature of the soil through which they pass,
sometimes warm, and in some cases even at the boiling
temperature* Many of these mineral springs attracted
the attention of mankind in the earliest ages, and were
resorted to by those who laboured under diseases, and
employed by ihern either externally or internally as a
medicine. But it ivas not till towards the end of the
17th century that any attempt was made to detect the
ingredients of which these waters were composed, or
to discover the substances to which they owed their
properties.